
 

St. Andrews Society of the Eastern Shore 
P.O. Box 1364 

Easton, MD 21601-1364 
Officers 

  President        George Dixon 
  1st Vice President      Jack Moore 
  2nd Vice President      Howard Sinder 
  Secretary       Paulette Johns 
  Treasurer       Mike Sheridan 
  Membership Secretary       Barbara Sheridan 
  Corresponding Secretary   Susan Coulston 
  Immediate Past President   Perry Foster 

Members at Large 
Helen Henseler 2009 
William Hull 2009 
Cliff Fleenor 2010 
Fred Parker 2010 
Randy Gregory  2011 
Randy Welch 2011 

        Chaplains                  Leonard Foulds 
                                                 Rev. Paul Winters 

      Almoner                    Martha Nelson 
St. Andrews Society of the Eastern Shore is a 
social and benevolent organization which offers 
educational and charitable assistance to Scottish 
men and women, their descendants, and their 
widows or widowers.  Membership in the 
Society is available to both men and women of 
Scottish birth or ancestry.  The Society is an 
independent organization and is not affiliated 
with any religious or secular group.  Our aim is 
to perpetuate Scottish culture and traditions. 

 
 
 
 

 The President’s Corner….  
The summer is nearly over and I am 
excited about the Fall Program for the 
St. Andrews Society.  The swirl of the 
pipes will grace the air of Talbot 
County at our Annual Picnic on 
September 19th.  Sam Freeland’s 
home has proven to be the ideal 
setting for the tasty array of picnic 
foods, wine, soda, and Scottish beer we all enjoy while 
listening to the pipes and drums of the Chesapeake 
Caledonian Pipe Band.  The games for children and 
those of all ages just add a special touch to an awesome 
afternoon.  Don’t miss this event - bring your friends and 
neighbors.  The next day we will bless the Tartans at the 
Kirkin of the Tartans at Christ Church in St. Michaels. 
All of us were disappointed to hear the 2009 Anne 
Arundel Highland Festival has been canceled, but we are 
looking forward to being a part of the Chesapeake Celtic 
Festival on October 3 and 4, 2009 in Snow Hill, Maryland. 
At the August Board of Managers’ meeting we agreed to 
donate to the Talbot Senior Center and also to join the 
Talbot Chamber of Commerce.  This is part of our 
continuing efforts to reach out to the community we all 
live in while raising the awareness of the St. Andrews 
Society across the Eastern Shore.  George and Marie 
Ludington have picked up the leadership of the Marketing 
Committee and are creating exciting ways to expand this 
awareness. 
In October we have substituted a Sunday Brunch for our 
usual luncheon and I look forward to seeing all of you 
there.  
November is the month we hold our Stated Meeting and 
Supper on November 3 to elect our officers.  It’s also time 
for the big event of the year—our Annual Dinner.  What 
better way to start the Holiday Season than bringing your 
friends and family to the Annual Dinner to enjoy the food 
and drink as well as a wonderful program of Celtic music. 
I believe you’ll agree we have great events coming up 
and I urge each of you to come out, attend, and bring 
your friends and family. 

George Dixon 

The Bagpiper  
Fall 2009 

Helen Henseler, Editor  
www.standrewseasternshore.org  

 
 
 

 
 

A Hundred Thousand Welcomes!  
To Our Newly Elected Members  

Jane Escher of Easton, MD 
Marjorie Homiller of St Michaels, MD 



The Bagpiper  
Fall 2009  

Page  2  

Autumn BrunchAutumn Brunch  
Sunday, October 18, 2009 @ 11:30AM 

Town Dock Restaurant, St. Michaels, MD 
Menu Choices:  

Smoked Salmon Platter 
Steak Frites 

Vegetable Quiche with mixed green salad 
Children's entree: Fish and Chips 

Dessert: Apple Cobbler with a dollop of whipped cream 
Cost : $20 per person plus cash bar   

(includes bread, non-alcoholic beverage, tax and tip.) 
Look for the yellow postcard and please make your 

reservation early as space is limited. 

  

 Calendar of Upcoming Events 
2009 

Sep 8 Board of Managers Meeting 

Sept 19 Annual Picnic 

Sept 20 Kirkin of the Tartans 
 Christ Church, St. Michaels MD 

Oct 3-4 Chesapeake Celtic Festival 
 Snow Hill, MD 

Oct 6 Board of Managers Meeting 

Oct 18 Autumn Brunch 
 Town Dock, St. Michaels MD 

Nov 3 Stated Meeting and Covered Dish 

Nov 8 Kirkin of the Tartans 
 Trinity Church, Oxford MD  

Nov 21 Annual Dinner 
 Krystal Q, Easton MD  

Dec 1 Board of Managers Meeting 

Dec 16 Holiday Luncheon 
 Location TBA 

 

 
September 19, 2009  
11:00 am –  4:00 pm  

Home of Sam Freel and 
Same great Scottish fellowship, same great food and drink, 
same great pipes and drums, same great games, same great 
price!  Please join us at our Annual Picnic at Sam Freeland's 
wonderful farm right here in Easton on Saturday, September 
19th, starting at 11 am. 
Jimmy's Grill will again serve up a sumptuous barbeque lunch, 
to be followed by our own Pipes and Drums and games for all.  
Please invite friends, family and prospective members to this 
wonderful event.  Good attendance will add to the festivities 
and help pay for this event, which will again be subsidized by 
our Society as part of our mission to perpetuate Scottish 
culture and traditions.  Plus, it's a great way to introduce 
friends to our Society! 
Use the form on page 3 to reserve your place(s) today! 

You Are Cordially Invited to  
Our Gala Event of the Year!  

Our Annual Dinner will take place on 
Saturday, November 21, at the Krystal Q.  
Please mark this the date on your calendar 
and plan to come.  Invitations and details 

will be sent out soon.  This special evening 
of great food, drink, and Celtic music is also 
a great opportunity to introduce friends and 

family to our Society. 

 

 
 

Stated Meeting and Covered Dish Supper  
Tuesday, November 3 

Christ Church Parish Hall, St. Michaels MD 
6:00 pm Meet and Greet - 6:30 pm Dinner 

This is our fall meeting and annual election of the officers 
and board for the coming year so it is important to have 
you there.  Please bring a dish and join us.  And 
prospective members are always welcome. 

The Kirkin o’ the Tartans  
Don’t miss the pageantry of this great Scottish 
tradition.  You will have two chances this fall to 
don your plaid and join in: 

Septembe r 20, 2009 
10:15 am Service (Meet at 10:00 am)  

Christ Church, St. Michaels MD  
Note there will be a band concert on the church lawn afterwards 

and Highland Creamery ice cream will also be available. 

November 8, 2009  
9:30 am Service  

Trinity Church, Oxford MD  

 

  



Report  From The 2009 Scottish Gathering  by Martha Walls 
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The Scottish Internal Gathering in Edinburgh was held July 
24th through July 27th, 2009. This marked the first time 
that so many Scottish Chiefs assembled at one time for a 
single gathering.  In all, over 100 Chiefs attended the 
conference on Friday at the Scottish Parliament building 
with many more attending the Scottish Games and parade.  

Approximately 47,000 
people, from at least 40 
countries, attended the 
event in Holyrood Park on 
Saturday and Sunday to 
mark the largest games in 
Scottish History.  A great 
surprise to all in attendance 

was Prince Charles opening the games on Saturday. 

The US had a great showing at the 2009 Deuchars World 
Highland Games Heavy events with Sean Betz and Larry 
Brock from the US taking second and third place, 
respectively.  First place went to Aaron Neighbour from 
Australia. 

 

 My most memorable event was 
marching with Clan Donald up 
the Royal Mile.  There were 
over 8,000 participants in the 
parade, while 10,000 people 
lined the Royal Mile.  I was 
overwhelmed with emotion to 
see so many people displaying 
their love for all things Scottish. 

One interesting observation made at the Friday Clan 
Convention was that the forty million of Scottish descent in 
other countries celebrate their Scottish heritage more than 
the Scots in Scotland.  For many years Scotland has 
witnessed a decline in the popularity of Highland Games 
and a near extinction of clan activity.  However, the 
opposite is true in some countries, especially in North 
America, where clan membership exceeds 100,000 and 
over 300 Highland Games and festivals are held each year.  
Editor’s Note:  In addition to Martha, members Elizabeth Foulds, 
Chloe (Bowen) Wallace, and Robert Wallace were also in 
attendance. 

 

 

Annual Picnic Reservation Form 
September 19, 2009 

Please make check payable to SASES and return  BY SEPT 11 to:  
Michael Sheridan,  P.O. Box 113,  St. Michaels, MD 21663  

Name     ______________________________________________ 
 
Telephone____________________________________________  
 
Name(s) of Spouse/Guests   _____________________________ 

     _____________________________ 

     _____________________________ 

Total Adults  ________ @$18.00 = ________ 

Total Children (12 or under) ______ @$7.50 = _______  

Total Enclosed =  ____________  

If you need directions to the Annual Picnic, 
please email  

communications@standrewseasternshore.org 
 

 
 

Three members of the St. Andrews Society of the Eastern 
Shore have volunteered to help you and your friends 
discover your Scottish roots.  Please contact them if you 
need Scottish genealogy assistance.  They are: 

     Cliff Fleenor 
     410-820-9462 
     ctf@dmv.com 

      Jim Mason 
     410-763-7639 

     jlmason95@verizon.net 
Jim McConnell 
410-745-5344 

jfmdem@juno.com 
 

 

 

Chesapeake Celtic Festival  
October 3 -4, 2009 

10:00 am to 5:00pm  
Furnace Town Living Heritage Museum  

Snow Hill, Maryland  
A full weekend of Highland games, bagpipes and 
Celtic music, sheep herding demonstrations, 
Clan tents, and more.  Stroll the marketplace and 
enjoy the food court.  Bring your family and 
friends, and come out to support your Society! 
Go to www.celticfest.net for more information. 



 

From the 1st Vice President’s Desk….  

A Remarkable True Occurrence: 
Last spring I volunteered to help 
with the SASES tent at Tartan 
Day in Alexandria, VA.  My wife 
Marcia and I carpooled to 
Alexandria with George and 
Tellie Dixon and Helen and 
Richard Henseler.  Our 
president was kilted for the 

 occasion, of course, and I was decked out in my new 
Sinclair Ancient Red kilt. 

I assumed that my Sinclair tartan would be a novelty that 
day.  My Sinclair ancestors were from Caithness in the 
remote northern Highlands and I had not encountered 
another clansman on the Eastern Shore. 

When we arrived at the square in Alexandria, we asked the 
officials where to pitch our tent.  “Right over there, next to 
Clan Sinclair,” was the reply.   Sure enough, across the 
square was a space for us, next to a tent with a Clan Sinclair 
banner flying! 

As we raised the tent, three kilted Sinclair clansmen offered 
to help.  One of them spotted Marcia in her tartan and  

 exclaimed:  “Look! There’s an ancient Sinclair!”.  (They then 
apologized profusely.) 

To our complete amazement, we realized that the four of us 
wore the four different Sinclair tartans! It was indeed “a 
remarkable true occurrence” or “somewhat a rarity” as it was 
later described in Yours Aye, Clan Sinclair’s official 
newsletter in the USA.  Helen Henseler snapped a photo of 
the four of us lined up under the Clan Sinclair banner.  The 
photo has appeared in Yours Aye and will be on display by 
Clan Sinclair at future festivals.  That day has led Marcia and 
me to membership in the Clan Sinclair Association, with the 
promise of fellowship with clansmen all across the country 
and maybe even a trip to Scotland for a Clan Gathering in 
2010. 

I tell this story to encourage you to participate not only in our 
SASES events here on the Eastern Shore but to expand 
your Scottish horizons and attend events “across the bridge” 
and to learn more about your clan. 

Looking forward to seeing you at our Annual Picnic on 
September 19th for great Scottish fellowship, barbeque, 
spirits, games and our own pipes and drums! 

Jack Moore 
 

 

 

 

  

The St. Andrews Society of 
Washington, DC will hold their annual 
Tartan Ball at the Mayflower Hotel on 

November 14th, 2009. 
Go to  www.tartanball.com or  

call 202-250-9931 for further details. 

Remember to check 
www.standrewseasternshore.org 

for all the latest SASES 
information! 



 


